In the first summer in the field, I searched for nests within approximately a one-mile radius of the research station; three-fifths of the area was covered by water. In order to flush hen teal and thus locate their nests, we used rock-filled oil cans attached to a rope which was dragged between two men or tractors. Laths or bamboo poles were used to beat the heavier vegetation. During the 1962 nesting season the same area was covered but we intensified our efforts in the area immediately around the headquarters.
posedly completed clutches but in which the number of eggs was obviously incubation had progressed when the nest was found plus one day for each egg in the dutch, I estimated the date of clutch initiation. Such estimates are thought to be accurate within one or two days.
Clutch size.--Blue-winged Teal lay between 10 and 13 eggs in their first clutch. Bent (1923: 114) listed a range of 6 to 15 eggs, but noted that nests most commonly contained 10 to 12 eggs. Bennett (1938: 48) reported an average clutch of 9.3 eggs in "normal" nests but, as Sowls (1955: 131) pointed out, Bennett's "normal" nests must have included some renests, which contain fewer eggs than first nests. Sowls (1955: 132) , studying teal at Delta, reported an average of 10..6 eggs in nests completed prior to 15 June. This average is similar to that of 11.0 eggs per clutch which I obtained in this study from clutches initiated before 4 June.
The number of eggs per clutch was included in my calculations only when th'e clutch was complete (i.e., incubation had begun) and when there was no sign of predation. There were three nests which contained sup- Use of these division dates certainly results in the inclusion of at least a few early renests with the first clutch averages, and the first clutches of a few late nesting individuals probably are counted in the renesting category, although I think that even most first-year teal have started to lay by 4 June. From a related study, I have records of 24 hand-reared, first-year teal which initiated clutches prior to 4 June, 2 which began to lay on 4 June, and five clutches which were begun after 4 June but which were all known to be the result of renesting. Incubation period.--As defined by Heinroth (1922) the incubation period is the time between the beginning of undisturbed incubation of a fresh egg and the completed hatching of that egg. Similar to most workers, I have adopted as a more practical measure of incubation period, the time from when the last egg is laid until it hatches. Thus, in estimating the incubation periods of wild birds, I have assumed that incubation begins wh•en the last egg is laid.
The only incubation records considered valid were those obtained from clutches for which both the dates of initiation (i.e., the clutch was incomplete when first found) and of hatching were known. In some cases eggs were brought in from the field and placed promptly in an incubator and their hatching dates recorded.
Some incubating hens were nest-trapped, but this did not seem to cause undue absence from th'e nest. Further disturbance of the hen was avoided; their nests were not checked again until it was estimated that the eggs had been incubated 23 days. They were then checked every second day thereafter. Thus, by noting whether the eggs were pipped or recently hatched, I could accurately determine the hatching date. The previously mentioned late May cold spell apparently resulted in longer incubation periods for early nests in 1963 as reflected in Table 1 , which shows incubation times for clutches laid before, during, and after the cold periods. The five nests initiated before the cold spell were not disturbed during this period, so there was no inattentiveness caused by humans. The hens of two of these nests, in which the eggs were allowed to hatch in the wild, were not trapped until four to six days after the cold spell, and it is my experience that trapping does not result in the females' remaining off the nest for an extended period. 
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